






Lesson 10: If Not for the Grace of God • 99 

Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching Es-
sential 10-3 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

TEACHING TIP:
When needed, give 
background informa-
tion and context that 
will help your learn-
ers better under- 
stand the passage or 
principles they are 
studying.

God Will Accomplish His Plan 
Regardless of Our Bad Choices
(Genesis 27:1-29)

Isaac should have learned from his father Abraham 
that God does not need our assistance if His plan 
seems behind schedule. Isaac’s older half-brother 
Ishmael would have been a perfect example. Abra-
ham and Sarah took matters into their own hands 
and their impatience brought trouble for them and 
their descendants even to this day. Isaac did not 
learn from this, nor did Rebekah and Jacob (verses 
1-13).  

God had promised to pass His choice and bless-
ing through Jacob. The elder (Esau) would serve 
the younger (Jacob). See Genesis 25:23. Apparently 
Rebekah believed God needed her to lend a hand 
to bring about His will. Consider her actions and 
possible motivations (verses 14-17): she planned to 
deceive her husband and to steal the blessing he in-
tended for Esau. Jacob hesitated, but more out of 
caution or fear of getting caught, rather than ethics. 
As with so many others, the two deceivers obtained 
what they wanted. Their successful deception failed 
to promote honesty and goodwill within their fam-
ily, however. The price paid would far exceed their 
expectations.  

FTE 10-3

DIG DEEPER
In an earlier chapter, Esau had come home tired 
and hungry from hunting, and had foolishly 
traded his birthright to his brother Jacob in ex-
change for some stew. Perhaps he reasoned his 
father would give him the blessing anyway. Or 
perhaps he simply saw little value in it (Hebrews 
12:16-17). In today’s text, Esau returned from 
hunting to find his younger brother had indeed 
managed to receive the blessing. Oral statements, 
including deathbed blessings, had the legal force 
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Killing and preparing the meat to take to Isaac 
took time. Both Jacob and Rebekah committed them-
selves to the scheme. Jacob lied to his father (Gen-
esis 27:19). Isaac naturally wondered how his son 
had returned from the hunt and prepared the game 
so quickly. In verse 20, Jacob compounded his lie by 
invoking God’s name in the charade (verses 18-20).

Rebekah knew what it would take to deceive Isaac. 
The coverings on Jacob’s arms and hands, along with 
Esau’s clothing all worked together to deceive the ag-
ing Isaac. His failing eyesight betrayed him, but his 
own wife and son betrayed him even more (verses 
21-27).

We do not know all that Isaac understood of 
God’s blessing to his father Abraham, but he must 
have retained a good deal of it. Much of what he said 
in his blessing echoed what God had promised Abra-
ham (Genesis 12:1-3), and then himself (Genesis 
26:3-5, 24). The first element of Isaac’s blessing upon 
Jacob involved material prosperity, expressed in his 
reference to great quantities of grain and new wine. 
The second element of the blessing involved foreign 
nations that would serve Jacob and his descendants. 
The third element involved headship in the fami-
ly. Isaac wanted no questions or disputes concern-
ing who was in charge after he was gone. Finally, a 

of law. It was as official as preparing a will in our 
day. Rebekah and Jacob’s action was more than 
mere deception. It was fraud. They wanted the 
blessing to go to Jacob, certainly. Yet their be-
havior indicates that their interest had little to 
do with God’s promise of a redeemer through 
Abraham and Isaac. It is important, however, to 
point out that the blessing Isaac thought he was 
bestowing upon Esau did not specifically invoke 
the blessing of Abraham. That, apparently, was 
reserved for Jacob and passed to him when he left 
home (Genesis 28:3-4).
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fourth item invoked cursing and blessing upon those 
who would curse or bless his son (verses 28-29).

DIG DEEPER
In the time of Isaac, pronouncing the blessing 
upon the primary heir was a solemn and import-
ant task. Although the firstborn had the right of 
receiving the blessing, the father could pass it on 
to a different son, especially in the case of an el-
dest son of unworthy actions or character. This 
was why fathers would often wait until they were 
convinced death was approaching. While the fa-
ther could choose the son who would receive the 
blessing, once it was given, he could not take it 
back or change his mind.

Rebekah doubtless told herself she was helping 
God accomplish what He had promised. She did not 
learn from the example of her father-in-law’s family 
strife when Abraham and Sarah had taken matters 
into their own hands. God could have communi-
cated directly with Isaac to tell him to bless Jacob 
first. In later studies we will see how much heartache 
came from Rebekah and Jacob’s actions. They could 
not see what lay ahead. That should have made no 
difference in choosing to act honestly or not, howev-
er. Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob, and Esau only faintly saw 
their place in what God was doing across the ages—
dimly at best. Yet they all could have chosen to act 
honestly and ethically with one another. We should 
always choose to do right.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that the fact that God accomplishes His 
plan despite our wrong choices demonstrates 
that He is the Sovereign Lord of all. Encourage 
parents and grandparents to impress this truth 
upon their children and grandchildren.
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APPLY IT  SG LG

Thank God for letting us be part of His sovereign 
plan in spite of our faults and failures.

•	 How does today’s lesson teach us that God is 
sovereign and will always accomplish His will, 
no matter what people do to the contrary?   

•	 How does it make you feel to know God can, 
and will, accomplish  His plan for you, even 
when it seems everything is off track?

Choosing to Do Things Our 
Way Leads to Negative Conse-
quences

(Gen. 27:30-46)
Rebekah and Jacob had surely tried not to think 
about what would happen when Esau returned and 
the truth came out. Indeed, Esau returned and took 
food to his father, expecting to receive his blessing 
(verse 30-32). Verse 33 indicates that Isaac was dis-
pleased with what had happened. He trembled vio-
lently. This was not merely a momentary shiver of a 
frail aging man. He understood the deception and 
understood that little remained to pass along to his 
favorite son. Did he suspect his wife’s participation? 
Did he think of what God had said concerning his 
two sons? Isaac had good reason to tremble.  

Esau displayed his lack of spiritual concern, in 
verses 34-36. He conveniently ignored that his for-
feiture of the birthright (for stew) meant he had no 
right to the firstborn blessing. He saw none of that—
he only seemed upset that he had been tricked!

What blessing was left was indeed small (verses 
39-41). Esau’s line would live in violence, surviving 
in difficult regions. It does not surprise us then that 
Esau openly planned to kill Jacob after Isaac’s death.
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Rebekah’s “success” in obtaining the blessing 
for Jacob gave her little comfort as she pondered 
Esau’s desire to kill Jacob. One plot led without fail 
to another. She prepared to send Jacob away to her 
brother and his family in Haran, hoping he could 
return when Esau’s anger died down. She could not 
just send him away, however. Isaac would ask why, 
and the details of the story, including her role in the 
whole sorry mess, might come to light. Instead, she 
worked up a good excuse: Esau’s wives, Hittites from 
Canaan, were such a grief to her that if Jacob were to 
marry among them, she would despair of life itself 
(verses 42-46). Isaac would not let that happen.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that the consequences of the various 
sins of this family illustrate how sin brings death 
and destruction into the world. Encourage par-
ents and grandparents to help their children and 
grandchildren understand the consequences of 
sin.

DIG DEEPER
In Chapter 28 we see that despite the bad choic-
es and sinful actions of all involved, God’s will 
was accomplished and Jacob received the bless-
ing given to Abraham just as God desired (verses 
1-4). Isaac sent Jacob back to the area from which 
Jacob’s own mother had come in order to choose 
a wife from among his mother’s family, those 
who believed in the God of Abraham and Isaac.

Isaac’s extended blessing of Jacob (28:3-5) indi-
cates that Isaac had begun to think more careful-
ly about the promises God had made to his father 
Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3). Perhaps Isaac came to 
realize God had also passed by Abraham’s firstborn 
(Ishmael) to work His blessing through the younger 
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The Parent Page 
(PP-10) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it at 
home this week. (You 
may also want to use 
some of the discus-
sion starter questions 
as you teach this 
lesson, or it can be 
used to lead another 
discussion group.) 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

brother, Isaac himself (Genesis 26:3-5; 24). He asked 
for God to bless Jacob and make his descendants be-
come a community of peoples. He asked for God to 
give them the land where his family currently lived 
as outsiders. He was thinking past Jacob’s deception. 
He looked at the past and saw God’s blessing upon 
himself—not a firstborn. He looked to the future and 
expressed his hope in God’s blessings yet to come 
upon his younger son Jacob (Genesis 25:23).

God appeared to Jacob in a dream, and Jacob like-
ly understood two important facts from that dream 
(verses 12-15): First, God is active on the earth. His 
work on earth (symbolized in the dream via the 
descent of angelic messengers) was constant. Sec-
ond, God knows what happens on earth (symbolized 
in the dream via the constant ascent of angelic mes-
sengers).  Jacob needed both reminders. His decep-
tion also called for a reminder that God knew what 
was happening on earth. He needed to straighten out 
his ways.  

Jacob found himself alone, hated by his brother, 
and separated from his father and mother. He faced 
hundreds of miles of risky journey to his uncle’s 
home, not knowing for sure what kind of welcome 
he would find if and when he arrived. Jacob needed 
to hear God’s promise. It was the same promise He 
had given to Abraham and Isaac. It contained four 
important elements (verses 13-15):

•	 Jacob and his descendants would possess the 
very land where he had gone to sleep.  

•	 His descendants would fill the land in all di-
rections.  

•	 Through his offspring, all the peoples of earth 
would be blessed  (this looked ahead to the 
coming of Christ, although Jacob could  not 
have known that at the time).  

•	 God would be present with Jacob, watching 
over him and bringing him back to the land he 
was leaving.  

FTE PP-10
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How uneasy Jacob must have been at the thought 
that God knew all Jacob had done up to that point! 
Yet how comforting to know that in spite of what 
God knew about him, God’s presence and action in 
his life were assured. So it is with us. It sobers us to 
think how much God knows about us. Yet it com-
forts us to know that He loves us in spite of what He 
knows about us. God will keep His promises to us, 
just as He did for Jacob.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Choose to do what is right, and trust God to work 
out His plan.

• How might people suff er negative consequences 
because they chose to do things their way in-
stead of God’s way?  

• Why can we be confi dent God will keep all His 
promises to us? (He has kept the promises He 
made to those who have come before us; He 
has proven His Word to be reliable; God can-
not lie.)

Live It SG LG

Option 1: God shows grace to those who repent and 
seek Him, no matter how badly they have messed 
things up. Use FUSION Teaching Essential 10-4 
(“Pass Grace to Others”) to help your group mem-
bers think through how God has shown them grace, 
and how they can refl ect God’s goodness by blessing 
and showing grace to someone else, even if that per-
son does not deserve it.

Use one or more of 
these options to help 
your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 

Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 

and to discuss the 
devotions with family 

members at home.

Option 2: God will accomplish what He has cho-
sen, in spite of people’s wrong choices. Ask and dis-
cuss the following:

•	 Why should we always do things God’s way, 
even if it doesn’t make sense?

•	 Is there anything you have been doing your way 
instead of God’s way? If so, what changes will 
you make in order to do it God’s way?  

Option 3:  Encourage your group members to set 
aside any bad feelings they have toward a family 
member or friend who did something to hurt them. 
Ask them to make the choice to forgive and to seek 
to reconcile with that person this week.

FTE 10-4
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FAMILY THEME
God Confirms His Promises

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Understand that God continually 
works to bring about His will and 
plan and confirms that to us when 
we need it most. Confidently live for 
the Lord knowing He will keep His 
promises.

STUDY TEXT
Genesis 35:1-29

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 11-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 11-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 11-3
(poster)

q	 FTE 11-4
(handout)

q	 PP-11
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
•	 Reflecting on What God Has Done Strengthens Us.
•	 God Is Always Working His Plan.
•	 God Is With Us Through the Ups and Downs of Life.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage your learners to review Ephesians 2:8-9 this week and to 
work with family members to do so as well.

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set later in Jacob’s life as God confirmed His promise to 
make from Jacob’s descendants a great nation, just as He promised 
Abraham and Isaac. God blessed Jacob and changed his name to Is-
rael.
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Choose one of these 
options to capture 

attention and get this 
lesson started.

The FUSION Teach-
ing Essential 11-1 

teaching outline can 
be used as a guide for 

teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 

users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/

fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6246.)

Option 1: Begin by asking your group members to 
share one of the best times of their lives and one of 
the worst. Aft er several have shared, say: All people, 
including believers, go through good times and bad 
times. Today we will see how God was with Jacob and 
continued to work out His plan through the ups and 
downs of Jacob’s life.

Option 2: Begin your session by asking the follow-
ing:

• Have you known anyone who offi  cially changed 
his or her name? Why did they do so?  

• Who are some well-known people who have 
changed their names? (Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
was Lew Alcindor; Muhammad Ali was Cas-
sius Clay; Marilyn Monroe was Norma Jean 
Baker; and of course, Darth Vader was Anakin 
Skywalker.)  

• For what reasons do people change their names? 
(Religion; celebrity; signifi cant life change.)  

Aft er discussion, say: Today we will see how God 
changed Jacob’s name to refl ect what God was work-
ing in His life.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 11-1

Study the WordLG

In Genesis 28, God appeared to Jacob in a dream at 
Bethel. Jacob was running away from his brother to 
seek a wife from among his mother’s family. Now 
we see Jacob and his family return to Bethel. Many 
things happened between these two visits:

TEACHING TIP:
Try to anticipate 

questions your group 
may raise during your 

meeting and answer 
them in the lesson, 

or be prepared to 
answer them if your 

group members ask.
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 11-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

•	 Jacob found his mother’s family, and married 
not one, but two of his uncle Laban’s daugh-
ters: Rachel and Leah. Later, because of jealou-
sy regarding who had more children, and who 
had more of Jacob’s favor, both of these wives 
provided their servants as additional wives to 
Jacob. In this time period, Jacob had 11 sons, 
and one daughter. Another son would be born 
later.  

•	 Jacob cared for his uncle’s flocks, and they 
prospered. Jacob’s portion of the flocks did 
even better, and his prosperity triggered jeal-
ousy from Laban’s sons.  

•	 Upon God’s instruction, Jacob gathered his 
family to return to Canaan. He wrestled with 
an angel the night before meeting his brother 
Esau, who forgave and welcomed him.  

•	 His sons Levi and Simeon took bloody ven-
geance on the town of Shechem for the rape 
of their sister. Jacob was rightly fearful the ar-
ea’s inhabitants would turn violent against his 
family.  

That brings us to chapter 35.  

Reflecting on What God Has 
Done Strengthens Us
(Genesis 35:1-8)

Jacob needed protection from angry inhabitants 
(34:30), but he needed something else even more. He 
needed to worship God, to acknowledge all that God 
had done for him. God therefore told Jacob to return 
to Bethel (verse 1). This return was to remind Jacob 
of what God had done to deliver and prosper him in 
the years that had passed since he left home fleeing 
his brother.  

FTE 11-2
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Jacob understood that his family was not ready 
for Bethel (verses 2-4). Some of them had household 
idols or religious jewelry with them. They foolishly 
held on to these items, perhaps as good luck charms, 
in spite of Jacob’s faith in Jehovah God. Jacob in-
structed the family to purify themselves, setting 
aside all their foreign gods.

DIG DEEPER
Make sure the group understands that decades 
had elapsed between Jacob’s two visits to Beth-
el. He went from being a single man with no re-
sources to being a husband, father to numerous 
children, and owner of large flocks and livestock.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that Jacob led and instructed his family 
to walk rightly with God and to put away idols. 
God instructs parents to make disciples at home 
and transfer the faith to their families. Encour-
age parents and grandparents to fulfill their re-
sponsibility to lead and teach their families.

 As they traveled through what could have been 
hostile territory, God protected them (verse 5). When 
they arrived, Jacob built an altar and worshiped 
God, who had spoken to him, protected him, and 
blessed him for many years (verses 6-8). God worked 
patiently over decades to transform Jacob from a 
deceiving trickster to a mature man and father. We 
must remember how God’s efforts keep moving for-
ward, sometimes slowly, to accomplish His will.

In verse 8 we find the curious mention of the 
death of Rebekah’s nurse, Deborah. What was she 
doing with Jacob and his family? Some speculate 
that Rebekah may have sent her to help Jacob early 
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during his stay with Laban, or perhaps to bring back 
news of Jacob to his anxious mother.

DIG DEEPER
Blessed to be a blessing: God promised that all the 
nations of the earth would be blessed through 
Abraham’s seed. God repeated this promise to 
Isaac, then to Jacob. Israel was to serve as a light 
to the nations, a way of blessing them (Isaiah 
42:6 and 49:6). In the New Testament, we learn 
that the ultimate blessing to the nations came 
through Israel’s Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth 
(Luke 2:32, Acts 13:47). The Savior of the world 
came through Israel’s descendants. What great-
er blessing could there be! And in spite of their 
rejection of the Messiah, God has not abandoned 
Israel. Paul prayed for Israel’s salvation and 
seemed to indicate a day will come when Israel 
turns to Christ (Romans 10:1, Romans 11:25-32).

APPLY IT  SG LG

Reflect on what God has done for you and worship 
Him.

•	 In addition to salvation, what are some great 
things God has done for you?  

•	 In what ways could you worship and thank God 
this week for all He has done?

God Is Always 
Working His Plan
(Genesis 35:9-15)

This passage describes a second appearance by God 
to Jacob. God reminded him of his name change 
(verses 9-10). In Genesis 32, after Jacob wrestled all 
night with the heavenly messenger, he received a 
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new name, Israel, which was interpreted as one who 
strives with God (verse 28). Jacob had left single, and 
had returned with a large family. God had protected 
him and made him wealthy in many ways. Jacob was 
learning humility in his striving.  

DIG DEEPER
At this time in Jacob’s life, he had 11 sons and 
one daughter. We ordinarily think of him as the 
father of the 12 tribes of Israel. Jacob’s twelfth 
son, Benjamin, came along after he had brought 
his family back to Canaan. Display the FUSION 
Teaching Essential 11-3 (“Israel’s Family Tree”) 
poster to illustrate the family dynamics among 
those sons who became the ancestors of the 12 
tribes of Israel.

Here in chapter 35, the emphasis seems to be on 
one who prevails with God. Jacob knew many strug-
gles in his life (some caused by his own deceptive 
character), and many more still lay ahead. Yet as he 
struggled with God, he would come to prevail with 
God as well. Jacob’s victory was the change in his 
own life. God and His promises did not change, but 
Jacob did!  In God’s reaffirmation of His promises to 
Jacob we find (verses 11-13):  

•	 A great nation would come through Jacob.  
•	 The foundation for the nation was not Jacob, 

but rather God Himself.  
•	 The nation would have royalty as it grew, such 

as David and Solomon and many others.  
•	 Jacob’s lineage would be a blessing to the en-

tire world. David wrote many psalms, and Sol-
omon recorded many proverbs, all of which 
bless those who take them to heart. Ultimately, 
however, it was Jesus, the Son of David, who 
would provide redemption for Israel and all of 
humanity.  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This time, Jacob did not seek to bargain with God 
(verses 14-15). He had changed to the point where 
he was satisfied merely to worship God. Jacob finally 
understood that he served a God who honored all 
His promises.

DIG DEEPER
It is likely that Jacob used very pure and very 
costly olive oil to anoint the stone. That was the 
common practice. He understood worship re-
quired the sacrifice of the best he had. Worship 
is certainly no place to introduce “budget oil” to 
mark our thanksgiving and praise to God.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Submit to God’s plan and work to advance it.

•	 Much of God’s plan for our lives is found in 
Scripture. What are some specific instructions 
God gives us in His Word?

•	 How is God using us to advance His bigger plan 
for this world?

God Is With Us Through the 
Ups and Downs of Life
(Genesis 35:16-29)

From Bethel, Jacob and his family moved toward 
Bethlehem (verses 15-19). Jacob was making his 
way back to Hebron, hoping to see his father again. 
Before they could get there, as they drew closer to 
Bethlehem, Rachel went into labor and died in child-
birth. At the birth of her firstborn, Joseph, she had 
asked God for another son. As her labor grew more 
difficult, the midwife sought to encourage her, tell-
ing her she had indeed received another son. It soon 
became clear she would not live to see the child grow. 
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With her final breath, she named him Ben-oni. This 
can be translated son of my sorrow, but also, son of 
my strength (or wealth). Jacob wanted to remove the 
ambiguity and named the child Benjamin, which 
means son of my right hand. Jacob undoubted-
ly grieved greatly as he mourned the tragic loss of 
his first love. He erected a memorial pillar that re-
mained even to the day when this chapter in Genesis 
was written.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that Rachel’s death in childbirth re-
minds us that sin brought death and destruction 
into the world. Encourage parents and grand-
parents to teach their children and grandchil-
dren that death is a consequence of sin.

From Bethel (“house of God”), Jacob journeyed 
toward Bethlehem (“house of bread”). He could not 
remain at the place of his “mountaintop experience.” 
Life moves on. He had to do the same, and tend to 
what life would bring him.

Concubines were among the “items” passed on 
to a son when his father died. Apparently Reuben 
sought to establish his primacy among his broth-
ers and half-brothers. Perhaps he sought a way to 
have revenge for the favoritism Jacob had displayed 
through the years. He did so by sleeping with his fa-
ther’s wife/concubine Bilhah. Bilhah had been Ra-
chel’s servant. He could do nothing to Rachel, the 
one who soaked up his father’s love, leaving little for 
his mother Leah. But he could defile her servant, his 
father’s concubine. Jacob knew of the incident, and 
did nothing—at first (verses 21-26). He would call 
Reuben to account later, however, as he distributed 
his final blessings upon his sons (Genesis 49:4).
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DIG DEEPER
Jacob’s blessing of his sons (Genesis 49) seems to 
indicate that his three oldest sons had commit-
ted acts that disqualified them from serving as 
the ancestors of the Messiah. Earlier, Simeon and 
Levi (sons two and three) had carefully deceived 
an entire village and sought a bloody vengeance 
out of all proportion for the crime against their 
sister (as horrific as that was). Reuben had slept 
with his father’s concubine. It is not surprising 
then that we see the line of the Messiah moving 
to the next son in line: Judah.

Eventually, Jacob again saw his father, as he had 
requested of God years before at Bethel. He and 
his brother Esau, once estranged, came together at 
the end to bury their father with the proper honors 
(verses 27-29). In a rather short time, Jacob had faced 
the loss of loved ones (Rachel, Isaac), the birth of a 
child (Benjamin), family problems with his eldest 
son Reuben, and a sort of reconciliation with his 
brother Esau.

DIG DEEPER
Their own choices and actions had separat-
ed Esau and his brother Jacob. Although Esau 
eventually allowed his brother back to Canaan, 
it appears that it was only at the death of their 
father Isaac that they put it all behind them. Let 
us mend family fences before meeting at the 
cemetery! Isaac had thought he was dying, back 
before Jacob had left Hebron. He apparently mis-
diagnosed himself! He was still alive for Jacob 
to see again, along with his wives and numerous 
children. Surely, his longevity was a surprise to 
him and the rest of the family.

The Parent Page 
(PP-11) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it at 
home this week. (You 
may also want to use 
some of the discus-
sion starter questions 
as you teach this 
lesson, or it can be 
used to lead another 
discussion group.) 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

PP-11



Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.

116 • FUSION Teaching Guide

APPLY IT  SG LG

Praise God in the good times and trust Him when 
trials come.

• What are some blessings we sometimes take for 
granted?

• Why can we trust God in the midst of diffi  cul-
ty and trials? (He will never leave us; He uses 
trials to grow our faith; He causes all things to 
work out for good for His people.)

Live ItSG LG

Option 1: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 11-4 
(“Encouragement From the Past”) to help your 
group members recall how God has worked in their 
lives in the past and draw encouragement from it. 
Encourage them to thank God each day this week for 
how He has worked in their lives.

Option 2: Ask the following questions and then en-
courage your learners to do something specifi c this 
week to obey God or advance His kingdom:

• What particular command from God’s Word 
will you put into practice  this week?

• What will you do to help advance God’s plan for 
His kingdom this week?

Option 3: Ask your group members to think about 
how they typically respond when good things hap-
pen in their lives and when bad things happen in 
their lives. Next, ask them to think about how they 
can respond with grace to both good and bad times 
in their lives. Encourage them to put their plans into 
action this week.

Use one or more of 
these options to help 
your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

FTE 11-4
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FAMILY THEME
God Is in Control

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners always trust God, under-
standing that He is always with us 
and is in control even when it seems 
everything is going wrong.

STUDY TEXT
Genesis 37:1-36; 39:1-6

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 12-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 12-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 12-3
(handout)

q	 PP-12
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
•	 God Accomplishes His Plans, Even in the Midst of Family Problems.
•	 God Accomplishes His Plans, Even When Life Seems Off Track.
•	 God Can Use Us for His Glory in Any Work Situation.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to review the names and order of books six, seven, 
and eight of the Old Testament (Joshua, Judges, and Ruth) this week 
and to work with family members to do so as well. (Learners can find 
this Bible Basics note on the FTE 12-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set later in Jacob/Israel’s life when his older sons sold 
Joseph into slavery to the Midianites, who then sold Him to one of Pha-
raoh’s officials in Egypt. This was all part of God’s plan to save the 
beginnings of the nation from famine and greatly multiply the people.
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Choose one of these 
options to capture 

attention and get this 
lesson started.

The FUSION Teach-
ing Essential 12-1 

teaching outline can 
be used as a guide for 

teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 

users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/

fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6246.)

Option 1: Begin by asking group members to share 
examples of sibling rivalry they have seen or expe-
rienced. Who was involved and what was it about? 
Aft er discussion, say: Today we will see how the rela-
tionship between Joseph and his older siblings deteri-
orated and what it eventually led to. 

Option 2: Ask participants to share some problems 
created by favoritism. It could be a situation from 
family, work, or any other situation. Ask the follow-
ing:

• What form did the favoritism take?
• How did it aff ect people?
• What was its outcome?

Aft er discussion, say: Today we will see how the ongo-
ing favoritism in the families of Isaac and Jacob led to 
problems between Joseph and his brothers.

Get StartedSG LG

Study the WordLG

God Accomplishes His Plans, 
Even in the Midst of
Family Problems
(Genesis 37:1-11)

Genesis 37 picks up the story of Joseph, the main 
character of the rest of the book. When he was 17 
years old, he brought a bad report to his father Is-
rael (Jacob) about the behavior of his half brothers 
(verse 2). Th is, of course, did not endear him to his 
brothers.

We need to remember that Israel had a blended 
family: 12 sons and one daughter, from two wives 

Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 

FUSION Teaching 
Essential 12-2 student 

outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

FTE 12-1

FTE 12-2
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TEACHING TIP:
Do some research to 
better understand 
the characteristics 
and values of the 
generation you teach. 
This can help you 
plan lessons that 
speak to the needs of 
your learners.

(sisters) and their two servants. Just as his own par-
ents (Isaac and Rebekah) had done, Jacob played 
favorites among his children (verse 3). The favor he 
showed to Joseph (including a very special robe) was 
not simply because Joseph came to him much later 
in life. After all, Benjamin was younger than Joseph. 
Joseph was the first born of Jacob’s favorite wife, 
Rachel, the one he had wanted instead of Leah. The 
favoritism, symbolized by that resented robe, made 
Joseph’s brothers hate Joseph. They could no longer 
even speak to him in a decent manner. Favoritism 
will tragically shred the fabric of the family. We 
should avoid it as we would a deadly disease coming 
into our home!

DIG DEEPER
Some wonder about the polygamy practiced 
by people in Old Testament times, and even by 
some of the biblical patriarchs. Here are some 
things to remember. First, God’s revealed design 
is marriage between one man and one woman 
(Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:3-6). Second, No-
where in Scripture does God command or en-
dorse polygamy. Third, everywhere we see po-
lygamy practiced in the Bible, including here in 
Genesis 37, it leads to some kind of tragedy, pun-
ishment, problem, or suffering directly related to 
plural marriage (Genesis 16, 21, and 30; 1 Samuel 
1; 2 Samuel 11; Judges 9; 1 Kings 11:1-13). Fourth, 
the New Testament gives no examples of polyga-
my among God’s people and clearly teaches mo-
nogamy as God’s pattern for marriage (Matthew 
19:3-8; Ephesians 5:31-33; 1 Corinthians 7:2; 
1 Timothy 3:2, 12; Titus 1:6).

Joseph did not help his situation by sharing his 
peculiar dreams with his brothers (verses 5-10). His 
brothers understood him to be saying that he was 
going to be their ruler. Their hatred intensified. Even 
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Jacob rebuked Joseph’s attitude, although he kept 
the dreams in mind (verse 11).

In these verses, we see family dysfunction. We 
wonder how God could ever do anything worthwhile 
with such people. Perhaps we have similar concerns 
about other families more familiar to us today. If so, 
we should stay tuned to see what God did.

DIG DEEPER
The hatred that the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah 
showed Joseph may have been even worse than 
that from the sons of Leah. They were older than 
Joseph, but in addition, their mothers were not 
full-fledged wives, not in the same sense as Leah 
and Rachel were. They were concubines, really, 
handmaids that Leah and Rachel provided to 
Jacob in their race to gain his affection through 
offspring. These brothers surely felt their very 
existence sprang from sibling rivalry. They un-
derstood they had only been the means to an 
end. Then along came Joseph, and none of that 
mattered anymore. Rachel had been all that mat-
tered, and her son would inherit that same favor.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Be an example of God’s grace, even in the midst of 
family problems.

 
•	 What kinds of attitudes, actions, and dynamics 

cause problems in families today? (Favoritism; 
jealousy; lack of discipline; addiction; disobe-
dience.)

•	 How can we be examples of God’s grace to our 
families? (Practice kindness and forgiveness; 
build up others instead of tearing them down; 
treat others as we would want to be treated.) 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God Accomplishes His Plans, 
Even When Life Seems Off 
Track
(Genesis 37:12-36)

Jacob appears to have given no thought to the way his 
preference for Joseph affected the other brothers. He 
seems out of touch with the level of animosity they 
felt toward Joseph. He surely did not realize he was 
sending Joseph into deadly danger (verses 12-14). 
Initially, Joseph could not find his brothers, but re-
ceived word they were at Dothan (15-20 miles away). 
Ironically, because of his famous colorful coat, his 
brothers saw him coming, with plenty of time to de-
cide what to do (verses 14-18). They saw this as an 
opportunity to be rid of the brother they hated. They 
decided to kill Joseph and his dreams (verses 19-20). 
Reuben, however, hoped to become a hero in his fa-
ther’s eyes by rescuing Joseph. For Joseph, it was off 
with the robe and into the dry cistern (verses 21-24).  

DIG DEEPER
Reuben was the oldest of all the brothers. This 
passage informs us that he planned to res-
cue Joseph and return him to Jacob. Perhaps 
he hoped to regain his father’s good graces, to 
make amends for having slept with his father’s 
concubine. Such a rescue would also poison the 
relationship between Jacob and the brothers who 
had acted against Joseph. Jacob’s favor would 
thereafter go to the children of Rachel, and to 
him.

Reuben’s plotting did not succeed. When the ten 
brothers spotted a caravan, the plot changed. They 
sold their brother into slavery instead of killing him 
and came up with a story of his accidental death. In-
terestingly, it seems Reuben was more concerned for 
the failure of his plan to curry his father’s favor than 
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he was for the prospects of his own brother (verses 
29-30).

Jacob had deceived his father Isaac with goatskin 
on his arms and hands. His sons deceived him with 
the blood from a goat, sprinkled onto his favorite 
son’s coat (verses 31-33). He was inconsolable, sure 
that he would mourn Joseph’s loss even down in 
the grave (verses 34-35). Joseph meanwhile arrived 
in Egypt, where Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, 
purchased him as a slave (verse 36).

Surely the brothers assumed Joseph would suffer 
or die as a result of the mistreatment that was com-
mon for slaves. They no doubt appeased their con-
sciences with the thought that at least they had not 
killed him. Little did they know God was at work, 
even inside their deadly and dysfunctional fam-
ily dynamic. He would bring life where death had 
seemed in control. Letting other people do our dirty 
work does not relieve us of guilt. Even in the family, 
we need to own our choices, actions, and their con-
sequences.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Help learners understand that the brothers’ 
treatment of Joseph illustrates how bad things 
happen because the world is a sinful place. En-
courage parents and grandparents to teach their 
children and grandchildren that people do bad 
things because we all have a sinful nature. We 
need Christ to change us and help us do what is 
right and good.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Keep trusting God when things get difficult, know-
ing nothing can derail His plans.

•	 Ask group members to think about one of the 
most difficult times in their lives. What emo-
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tions did they experience while going through 
that time?

•	 Even in trials and difficulty, what are some rea-
sons we can continue to trust God? (He is in 
control; He knows what is best; He will use it 
for His glory and our ultimate good.)

God Can Use Us for His Glory 
in Any Work Situation
(Genesis 37:36; 39:1-6)

After turning to Judah’s story, which becomes im-
portant in the genealogy of the promised Messiah 
(Genesis 38), the narrative returns to Joseph in chap-
ter 39 (verse 1). Life as a slave had to be difficult, es-
pecially at first. Imagine what it must have been like 
for Joseph as he faced life as a foreigner in Egypt, 
with different customs, food, and even a different 
language.  

DIG DEEPER
Life in ancient Egypt: Ancient Egypt was pros-
perous. Equatorial rains in Africa regularly 
flooded the Nile and protected Egypt from many 
of the droughts and famines that plagued so 
much of the ancient world. It had only a small 
“middle class.” Society had the very well to do on 
one side, and the very poor on the other. Fami-
lies such as Potiphar’s would have lived in large, 
comfortable, multi-story dwellings. Scholars be-
lieve servants kept mainly to the first floor, while 
the upper floors received family and perhaps 
only the most trusted servants.

But God was with Joseph in an obvious way. Jo-
seph undoubtedly proved to be a hard and faithful 
worker, and God blessed his efforts. Even his master 
Potiphar understood that special divine favor rested 
upon Joseph (verses 2-5). Because of this favor, Jo-
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seph rose in position. Potiphar delegated him to be 
over the household and all that Potiphar had. How 
should we understand the blessing of God upon 
Potiphar’s household? It probably involved fertility, 
for example, among his servants and flocks. It likely 
involved protection from all the calamities that can 
destroy posterity so quickly: drought, famine, dis-
ease, predators, accidents, etc.

DIG DEEPER
God does not differentiate between white- 
collar and blue-collar work. All honest work is 
His. How we conduct our work can be a way of 
honoring and glorifying God (Colossians 3:22-
24; Ephesians 6:5-8). Consider the following:

•	 God instituted work in the garden (Genesis 
2:15). This was before the fall—work there-
fore is not God’s curse on us.  

•	 We are to submit to human authority for 
God’s sake (Romans 13:1-5; 1 Peter 2:13-15, 
18). In Joseph’s case this involved masters.  

•	 Even free believers must live as God’s slaves 
(1 Peter 2:16). We are all to be servants of 
one Master (Ephesians 6:5-6).  

•	 Work is wise, and a blessing upon the wise 
(Proverbs 6:6-11).  

•	 The Christian is expected to work (2 Thes-
salonians 3:6-10).  

•	 There will be work in Heaven serving the 
Lord (Revelation 22:3).  

Christian participation in human work is a god-
ly thing. It is an evangelistic activity. It is a way 
to honor and worship God!  

Some theorize that Joseph may have arrived in 
Egypt during the reign of the Hyksos rulers. Those 
were foreigners who had invaded Egypt, and main-
tained control for nearly 150 years. It is true that 
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The Parent Page 
(PP-12) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it at 
home this week. (You 
may also want to use 
some of the discus-
sion starter questions 
as you teach this 
lesson, or it can be 
used to lead another 
discussion group.) 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

they would have been more likely to promote some-
one like Joseph. Other scholars suppose that the 
Hyksos could have been the new king that did not 
know Joseph (Exodus 1:8). A condensed Egyptian 
chronology could also put the Hyksos in power after 
pharaoh’s army was destroyed in the Red Sea. Nev-
ertheless, we understand that God is the main agent 
in this story, not foreign rulers, not Egyptian rulers, 
not Potiphar, and not even Joseph himself. God was 
in control, even in Joseph’s slavery. For more infor-
mation about Egyptian chronology and how it aligns 
with biblical history, see bit.ly/AIG-EgyptianChro-
nology.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Help learners understand how the events of this 
lesson demonstrate that God is the sovereign 
Lord of all. He was in control and used even the 
“bad” things to accomplish His plan and look 
out for Joseph. Encourage parents and grandpar-
ents to teach their children and grandchildren 
this key principle.

God promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, that 
through their seed all the nations of the earth would 
be blessed. In this passage, God did just that, in a 
small way, for the household of an Egyptian. We 
should focus not just on the ups and downs of Jo-
seph’s story, but even more on God’s faithfulness in 
blessing human beings. Whether we are enjoying 
life or facing great difficulty, we want to remind our-
selves that God wants to bless others through us.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Point people to God by being an excellent worker.

PP-12
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Use one or more of 
these options to help 
your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

• What kinds of situations at work might God use 
to develop our faith? (Challenges; “diffi  cult” co-
workers; aspects of the job we don’t enjoy; etc.)

• What does it look like to do our work in a way 
that honors God and brings Him glory? (Work 
hard, seeking to do everything we do to the 
best of our ability; striving for excellence in all 
we do; going the extra mile to please the boss, 
or the customer, and God.)  

Live ItSG LG

Option 1: Write the following on the marker board: 
Spread Grace to Your Family. Ask your group mem-
bers to think of a few ways they could show grace 
to the people in their families this week. Encourage 
them to put these examples into practice this week.

Option 2: Give each group member a copy of FU-
SION Teaching Essential 12-3 (“All in a Day’s Work”) 
and something to write with. Th e handout will help 
them think through how they can bring God glory 
through their work. Give them time to complete the 
handout, and then discuss their answers. Encourage 
your group members to take steps this week to hon-
or and glorify God through how they do their work.

Option 3: Ask and discuss the following:

• How can we demonstrate trust in God in times 
of trouble?

• What kind of trouble are you facing right now? 
 What will you do this week to demonstrate your 
trust in God in that situation?

Encourage your group members to do specifi c things 
this week that demonstrate they are trusting God, no 
matter the diffi  culty they face.

FTE 12-3

Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.
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FAMILY THEME
God Provides for His People

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners see that God can go to any 
lengths necessary to provide for 
His people. We can trust God to pro-
vide what we need to follow Him.

STUDY TEXT
Genesis 45:1-28

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 13-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 13-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 13-3
(handout)

q	 PP-13
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
•	� God Can Use the Worst of Circumstances to Accomplish His Pur-

poses
•	 God Can Provide for Our Needs in Any Situation
•	 God Can Restore Broken Relationships

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to review 2 Timothy 3:16 and Ephesians 2:8-9 this 
week and to work with family members to do so as well.

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set several years after Joseph was sold into slavery in 
Egypt. The famine Joseph predicted had forced Israel (Jacob) to send 
his sons to Egypt to try to purchase food. Joseph, knowing God sent 
him to Egypt for this purpose, revealed his identity to his brothers and 
provided what the family needed. God preserved the people He would 
make into a great nation.
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Choose one of these 
options to capture 

attention and get this 
lesson started.

The FUSION Teach-
ing Essential 13-1 

teaching outline can 
be used as a guide for 

teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 

users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/

fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6246.)

Option 1: Ask participants to share about when they 
were really surprised by someone or by something 
that happened, or about when they really surprised 
someone else. What was the surprise? How did they, 
or the person surprised, react? Aft er discussion, say: 
Joseph’s brothers thought they would never see Joseph 
again. Today we will see how surprised they were to 
fi nd Him as the second highest-ranking offi  cial in 
Egypt.

Option 2: Ask your group members to describe a 
situation when God used what seemed like bad cir-
cumstances to bring about good or accomplish His 
purposes. What were the “bad” circumstances? How 
did the person involved respond to what had hap-
pened? How did God use it for good? Aft er discus-
sion, say: Today we will see how God used all that 
happened to Joseph to bring about good and preserve 
the lives of His chosen people.

Get StartedSG LG

Study the WordLG

Provide the following background information to 
help your learners see the context for this week’s les-
son. Potiphar’s wife falsely accused Joseph of sexual 
assault, and Joseph wound up in prison. Even there, 
God continued to bless him, and he rose to be in 
charge of the other prisoners (Genesis 39).

He accurately interpreted the dreams of the king’s 
baker and cupbearer who had ended up in prison 
along with Joseph (Genesis 40). Two years later, Pha-
raoh had dreams that no one in his kingdom could 
understand. Th en the cupbearer told Pharaoh about 

FTE 13-1

TEACHING TIP:
If the discussion 

drifts away from the 
topic at hand, gently 
steer the group back 

in the right direc-
tion, suggesting you 

investigate that topic 
at another time. Be 

open, however, to 
the Holy Spirit’s 

guidance. Be willing 
to change directions 

if the Spirit clearly 
leads.
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching Es-
sential 13-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

Joseph, the Hebrew who had correctly interpreted 
his dream in prison. Pharaoh summoned Joseph, 
who interpreted Pharaoh’s dream. Following the in-
terpretation, Joseph proposed a wise plan to prepare 
for the coming famine. Pharaoh agreed and placed 
Joseph in charge of the preparations, the second in 
command over all Egypt, second only to Pharaoh 
himself (Genesis 41).

When the famine came, Jacob sent Joseph’s old-
er brothers to Egypt to buy food, to keep the family 
from starvation. After many years, they did not rec-
ognize that they were dealing with their own brother. 
Joseph tested them to see if they had changed (Gen-
esis 42-44). Today’s passage tells us what happened 
when Joseph reveled his identity to his brothers.

God Can Use the Worst of 
Circumstances to Accomplish 
His Purposes
(Genesis 45:1-7)

Joseph had concealed his identity not to deceive 
his brothers, but to test them. He needed to know 
if they had changed. He saw that they were indeed 
quite concerned for their father and for his young-
er brother. He could hide it no more. He announced 
to them who he was, after sending all the Egyptians 
out of the room. It was an emotional moment, which 
we easily understand (verses 1-2). The mention that 
Pharaoh’s household heard about it is not surpris-
ing. Joseph was second in command of the country. 
If something affected him so deeply, Pharaoh needed 
to know about it.

Joseph’s explanations and questions were small 
comfort to his brothers. On the contrary, they were 
terrified (verse 3). He had the power to crush them so 
they would never see their father or families again. 
Joseph’s dreams in Genesis 37:5-11 had come to pass.

Note Joseph’s explanation in verses 4-7: the broth-
ers had sold Joseph into slavery, where he should 
have died, end of story. But Joseph understood the 

FTE 13-2
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story better. He did not avoid what they had done. 
Yet, he looked past their actions to see that God used 
even their treacherous behavior to accomplish His 
purposes. In Joseph’s eyes, God had sent him ahead, 
so that Egypt and all of Joseph’s family would not 
perish (verses 5, 7). He further explained to them 
that the famine still had five years to go. God, how-
ever, intended for them to survive and had prepared 
their survival years in advance. God can accomplish 
good, even through bad things that we do to each 
other—sinful and shameful things. It does not ex-
cuse sin, but it fills us with hope for redemption.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out to learners that God’s ability to use 
both the good and the bad in Joseph’s life is one 
of the most powerful illustrations that God is 
the Sovereign Lord of all. Encourage parents and 
grandparents to teach this foundational truth to 
their children and grandchildren.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Understand God is in control in every circum-
stance. Trust Him to accomplish His will.

•	 How do we normally react to trials and diffi-
culty? (Trials and difficulty are bad; we simply 
want it to end as quickly as possible; etc.)

•	 What does our perspective during trials and 
difficulty reveal about our trust in God? (The 
greater our trust in God the more joy, peace, 
and contentment we can have in difficult times; 
etc.)
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God Can Provide for Our 
Needs in Any Situation
(Genesis 45:8-13)

Joseph continued to attribute his presence there in 
Egypt to God (verse 8). Indeed, God had made him 
not just survive, but also to thrive. He had become 
ruler of the land, one whose wisdom and advice Pha-
raoh treasured as that from a father.

DIG DEEPER
In verse 8, the phrase father to Pharaoh does not 
seem to be a title, but rather a designation show-
ing the deep trust that existed between the two 
men. Genesis 17:4-5 employs a similar use of the 
term father.

As when he had interpreted Pharaoh’s dream nine 
years before, Joseph proposed a practical solution: 
Go back to Jacob, and bring him and all your families 
and livestock with you. I will find a safe place for you 
and your herds (verses 9-10). He had seen God keep 
His word. He understood his brothers and their fam-
ilies needed refuge from the famine, or they would 
perish (verse 11). Joseph brought Benjamin into the 
picture as a witness to his identity. They were to tell 
Jacob all that had happened and to bring him quick-
ly down to Egypt (verses 12-13).

Joseph chose the Goshen region of Egypt. Scholars 
debate the precise location of this region. In fact, be-
tween Egypt and Canaan, there may have been more 
than one region with that name. We assume it was 
level and well watered, to make it suitable for live-
stock. It was likely not too far from where he lived. 
Why did Joseph seek this kind of solution instead 
of bringing them all to live in palatial luxury, as he 
could have done?
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•	 He may have determined that continued close 
contact would still have been awkward for 
years to come.  

•	 He certainly wanted the clan to retain their 
knowledge of shepherding.  

•	 He wanted to protect them from assimilation 
into the pagan Egyptian culture.  

How much of God’s plan for His people did Jo-
seph understand? We cannot say. It seems clear, 
however, that he understood it went beyond their 
mere survival during a famine. He understood God 
would take them out of Egypt sometime after he was 
dead. He left instructions for them to take his bones 
with them when they left (Genesis 50:24-25).  

DIG DEEPER
Joseph’s request was honored during the Exodus 
(Exodus 13:19). After over 40 years of wilderness 
wandering and conquest of the land, Joseph’s 
bones were buried at Shechem, in a plot of land 
Jacob had purchased years earlier (Joshua 24:32; 
Genesis 33:19).

The children of Israel survived in Goshen, and 
thrived. They grew into the great nation God had 
promised, so numerous that the Egyptians became 
concerned (Exodus 1:6-10). What provisions do we 
plan to leave for those who follow us? Joseph left a 
system that saved entire populations from starva-
tion. He secured a place for his own extended fami-
ly where they could thrive and expand. He left them 
with instructions based on his understanding that 
God would fulfill His promises to them. His legacy 
included opportunity, prosperity, and reminders of 
faith. We would do well to think in similar terms for 
those who follow us. Even more important, Joseph 
saw God’s hand at work, even in actions that hurt him 
deeply, and he held no grudge. What a great legacy!  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APPLY IT  SG LG

We can look to God to sustain us through difficult 
times.  

•	 How does God typically provide for our mate-
rial needs? (Provides jobs; gives us the strength 
and health to work; etc.)

•	 In what ways have you seen God provide for 
someone’s needs during a difficult time?

God Can Restore 
Broken Relationships
(Genesis 45:14-28)

The tearful reunion continued (verses 14-15). After 
so much hatred, so much sorrow, and so many years, 
the brothers were talking again. Pharaoh’s reaction 
is interesting (verses 16-20). He directed Joseph to 
send his brothers to bring back the rest of the clan 
from Canaan. Specifically, he promised them good 
land and the best in all Egypt to replace any belong-
ings they might need to leave behind as they packed 
for the journey. Sending carts was especially import-
ant. This would keep the oldest and the youngest 
from having to walk the entire way. Providing carts 
made for a safer and faster trip.  

DIG DEEPER
This is the first mention of carts in the Bible. 
Carts in those days were often crude. They could 
be covered or uncovered. Oxen were the most 
common animals for pulling them, but horses 
sometimes served in this capacity. They were 
better than walking, even with the bumpy ride.

Joseph did as Pharaoh ordered, but did not limit 
himself to what Pharaoh had commanded (verses 21-
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24). He gave new clothing to each of them. It may also 
be that Joseph included some clothing that followed 
Egyptian styles, to help his family blend in better. 
For his younger brother Benjamin he provided five 
sets of clothes and a small fortune in silver. To his fa-
ther Jacob he sent donkeys loaded with fine Egyptian 
goods, grain, and bread for the journey. His final in-
struction, not to quarrel on the way, seems especially 
interesting. What could they argue about: Who had 
more blame concerning Joseph? Who was the lucky 
one to explain everything to Jacob? Jealousy over the 
extra gifts given to Benjamin? Regardless, they are 
words of wisdom for all of us as we travel through 
life with our brothers and sisters: Do not quarrel on 
the way!

The relationship between Joseph and his brothers 
was restored. Soon, father and son would be restored 
after such a long separation (verses 25- 28). They told 
Jacob the good news that not only was Joseph alive, 
but he was also the ruler of all Egypt. They may, 
however, have conveniently avoided some of the de-
tails of how Joseph came to be down in Egypt in the 
first place! Understandably, Jacob was skeptical. The 
brothers all insisted, all agreeing that Joseph was 
alive. In addition, the carts and gifts needed a good 
explanation if the story was false. The good news re-
vived Jacob, who prepared to go see his son, the son 
he had given up for dead so many years before.

DIG DEEPER
When verse 26 says Jacob was stunned at the 
news about Joseph, it uses a word that literally 
means his heart was numb. He did not believe 
the good news and was numb from the unex-
pected report. In the next verse, however, Ja-
cob believed, and his spirit revived. At the end 
of Jacob’s life, he blessed Joseph with a double 
portion by claiming Ephraim and Manasseh as 
his sons (Genesis 48:5). These two sons of Joseph 

PP-13
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Use one or more of 
these options to help 
your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

APPLY IT  SG LG

God restores us to Himself through Christ, and 
helps us restore other relationships as well.

• God restores believers to fellowship with Him. 
How does that pave the way for us to enjoy re-
stored relationships with others? (Restoration 
involves forgiveness. We can forgive others 
because God in Christ has forgiven us. What 
greater example of forgiveness could we ask, 
beyond what God has already given us through 
Christ?)  

• What is our part in seeking to restore broken 
or strained relationships ? (Forgive; initiate the 
attempts to reconcile; make amends where we 
have hurt others; etc.)

became recognized as two of the tribes of Israel. 
Jacob also made a prophetic blessing naming Ju-
dah as the tribe of royalty from which the Messi-
ah would come (Genesis 49:10).

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 13-3 
(“Making Th ings Right”) to help your group mem-
bers think about steps they can take to restore a 
strained or broken relationship, whether with God 
or with someone else. Give them time to complete 
the handout and then discuss their answers. Encour-
age them to take steps this week to try to restore a 
relationship.

FTE 13-3
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.

Option 2: Write the following on the marker board: 
Trusting God in Difficult Times. Ask your group 
members to share a time when they saw God bring 
good out of a “bad” situation or circumstance. After 
some discussion, ask them to name truths we should 
keep in mind next time we go through some trial or 
difficulty.

Option 3: Ask the following questions to help your 
group members consider where they need God’s pro-
vision and how they can do their part while waiting 
for God to provide.

•	 What do you need God to provide for you to-
day? (A job; a reliable vehicle; a friend; etc.)

•	 What practical steps will you take this week to 
help make this happen, while praying and trust-
ing God to provide? (Pray for God to meet the 
need as He sees fit; take and hold a job that 
comes available, even if it would not be your 
first choice; talk with a wise Christian about 
the need; etc.)


